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English Holly

Ilex aquifolium
Native to Europe and Africa, Evergreen
English Holly is considered an invasive
species in the Pacific Northwest. The
berries are poisonous to humans but are
an important food source for birds and
other wildlife.
Variegated Holly

SISTER MARY COLLETTE
Not all Sisters of St. Ann were teachers or nurses.
Sister Mary Colette, SSA (Josephine Spiertz), was
born in Holland and came to Canada to join the
Sisters of St. Ann. Throughout her 60 years as a
Sister she looked after the gardens at St. Ann’s
Academy and St. Joseph’s Hospital,
as well as other locations.
SSA Archives P0791
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Ilex aquifolium ‘Elegantissima’
Native to England, Evergreen
Old cultivar from England pre 1863 variety which has pink flushed new growth
along with golden edges.

Sequoia

3

Sequoiadrendron giganteum
Native to California, Conifer
The two sequoia trees were planted in
honour of the McQuade sisters, the first
Sisters of St. Ann from Victoria.

Columnar Oaks

More plantings:
M
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48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
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Quercus robur ‘Fastigiata’
Native to Europe, N. Africa & Asia,
Deciduous
Planted in 1997 as part of the restoration
of the grounds, this species is vulnerable
to pests and will eventually need to be
replaced.
Apple
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Malus sylvestris
Deciduous
Gravenstein, Yellow Transparent, and
Tompkins King are the main varieties of
apples in the orchard. There is also a Crab
Apple for pollination.
Gravenstein (Gr)
Yellow Transparent (Yt)
Tompkins King (Tk)
Crab Apple (Cb)

Chinese Plum

Orchard
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Prunus mume
Native to Asia, Deciduous
In Asia, the fruit is used for medicinal
juices, sauces, liqueur and wine. The
early blooms are a harbinger of spring.

Pear
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Pyrus communis
Native to Europe & Asia, Deciduous
Pears have been cultivated for more than
3000 years. The pears on the grounds of
St. Ann’s are Bartlett and Anjou types.
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Prunus avium ‘Queen Anne’
Native to Europe, Asia & Africa,
Deciduous
Also known as “Napoleon,” the fruit
is light in colour and used to make
maraschino cherries.
Japanese Maple
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Acer palmatum
Native to Japan, China & Korea,
Deciduous
Very popular tree in gardens due to its
colourful foliage. There are hundreds of
cultivars of Japanese Maple.
Pink Star Magnolia

Welcome to
St. Ann’s Academy
Built between 1871 and 1910 as a school and convent by the Sisters of St.
Ann, St. Ann’s Academy National Historic Site is now provincially owned
and the 6.25 acres of grounds are open to the public from dawn to dusk.
There are more than 50 species of trees on the property,
many almost a century old. This botanical guide provides an overview of
some of the significant plantings at
St. Ann’s Academy. Further information can be obtained
from the Interpretive Centre onsite or at
www.stannsacademy.com

Enjoy your visit!
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Magnolia stellata ‘Rosea’
Native to Japan, Deciduous
Popular garden planting for its distinctive star-shaped light pink to white
coloured flowers. First brought to North
America from Japan in the 1860s.
Magnolias are an ancient species; some
fossilized specimens found are more than
20 million years old.

SSA Archives P0769

Royal Anne Cherry

Unidentified cherry
Unidentified plum
Unidentified peach
Rose ‘Alberic Barbier’
Bay Tree
Red Cedar
Garrya
White Hawthorn
Mahonia
Box
Rhododendron
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Port Orford Cedar

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana
Native to Pacific Northwest, Conifer
Also known as Lawson’s Cypress. This
species is rare in garden cultivation and
is considered a vulnerable species in the
wild due to a fungal root disease.

Crimean Lime
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Tilia x euchlora
Native to Europe, Deciduous
The pollen from this hybrid tree is
known to “stupefy” bees, causing them to
drop drunkenly to the ground.
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Umbrella Black Locust

Robinia pseudoacacia
‘Umbraculifera’
Native to North America, Deciduous
Has a compact rounded shape which
requires some pruning to maintain its
“mop top” appearance. Left unpruned it
will become “umbrella-shaped.”
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London Plane

Platanus × acerifolia
Native to Europe, Deciduous
Resistant to pollution, the London Plane
is very popular for use in urban parks.
They can grow to 35 metres in height.

FATHER VULLINGHS
Father Adrian Vullinghs came to Canada from
Holland. In 1912, he designed a formal garden
for the Sisters of St. Ann in the NW corner of
their property. When he visited Europe, he
brought back rare or special species of trees
which were planted to make an Arboretum
(collection of trees.) Image: SSA Archives

More plantings:
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Filbert
Sawara Cypress
Dogwood
Lilac
Honey Locust
Rosa Rugosa
American Pillar Rose
Rose ‘Felicite and Perpetue’
Hydrangea
Garry Oak
Laburnum

14a is a variation known as the Oriental Plane.

Sycamore
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Acer pseudoplatanus
Native to central Europe and
SW Asia, Deciduous
Tolerant of wind and pollution, it is a
popular city planting. The wood is also
known for its use in making musical
instruments. The Sycamore thrives in
coastal locations and is valued for its
spectacular fall foliage.

European Larch

Arboretum
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Larix decidua
Native to central Europe
Deciduous conifer
Despite producing cones, the European
Larch is not evergreen. The needle-like
leaves fall in autumn.
Copper Beech
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Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’
Cultivar of European Beech,
Deciduous
Features smooth grey bark and
distinctive purple to copper-coloured
leaves. The nuts can be used for animal
forage and can be made into Beechnut
oil.
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B.pendula ‘Darecarlica’
Native to N. Europe, Deciduous
The trunk features white-coloured,
peeling bark. Originally found in Sweden
in 1767, this species is less used in
gardens today due to its vulnerability to
pests. The Birch walkway is integral to
the garden structure and was a favourite
walk.
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Variegated Lawson Cypress

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Versicolor’’

Native to Holland, Conifer
A rare tree which has been replaced by
other cultivars, the Variegated Lawson
Cypress has green foliage that appears to
be “spattered” with cream paint.
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Taxus baccata
Native to Europe and Africa, Conifer
Often found in churchyards in Great
Britain, where some examples are more
than 1000 years old. All parts of the
plant are poisonous.
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Juglans regia
Native to Asia, Deciduous
The English Walnut is widely cultivated
for its nuts, which can be eaten fresh or
made into flavourful oil. Also known as
the Persian Walnut, it was introduced to
Greece by Alexander the Great in the 4th
century BC.

Blue Atlas Cedar
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Acer saccharum
Native to North America, Deciduous
The Sugar Maple is famous for the
production of maple syrup from its
sap, and for its colourful fall foliage.
The gathering of the sap is known as
“sugaring off ” in Quebec.
Tulip Tree
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Himalayan Cedar
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Cedrus deodara
Native to the Himalayas, Conifer
Sacred tree to Hindus, much valued for
its oil. It is also a popular ornamental
tree in parks and gardens.

White Oak
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Quercus alba
Native to eastern North America,
Deciduous
Popular in gardens as a shade tree. The
wood is also used to make oak wine
barrels. White Oak wood was made
famous by Gustav Stickley, who used it
in the construction of his arts and craftsstyle furniture.
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Ulmus procera vilimalis f. ‘Aurea’’
Native to Europe
Deciduous
This specimen is reverting to green
foliage. The Golden Elm is also very
vulnerable to Dutch Elm disease.
Coast Douglas Fir

Liriodendron tulipifera
Native to Eastern North America,
Deciduous
Two rows of Tulip Trees form the Tulip
walkway, important to the structure of
the garden.
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Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’
Native to Africa, Conifer
Very popular as an ornamental garden
tree, it features silvery blue needles and
cones up to 10 cm in length.

Golden Elm
Sugar Maple

Swedish Birch

Yew

English Walnut
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Pseudotsuga menziesii
var. ‘Menziesii’
Native to westcoast of North America,
Conifer
First documented on Vancouver Island in
1791 by Dr. Archibald Menzies, naturalist
on board HMS Discovery.

Norway Maple ‘Schwedleri’

29

Acer platanoides ‘Schwedleri’
Native to Europe and Asia, Deciduous
Considered an invasive species in parts
of North America. This cultivar has
distinctive purple leaves.

English Hawthorn

Crataegus laevigata
Native to Europe, Deciduous
Part of original structure of garden
design, the four Hawthorns are not
in good condition due to lack of
sun from the growing canopy. The
English Hawthorn is also known as the
Mayflower, as it has white flowers that
bloom in May.
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